Presearching Student Organizer
Project Name or Topic Statement (Ex: Peace and Conflict: The causes of the conflict between India and Pakistan over Kashmir.)
Essential Questions to guide your research (Ex: What reasons are used to justify war most often?)
1.
2.
3.
4.

Main Topics or Subject Areas   These are the general areas that are related to your topic.  (Ex: history, foreign relations, etc.)
Keywords (synonyms, related terms, people places, etc.) related to your topics  You will use these more specific words to search the library catalog, the library databases, and the internet. (Ex: war/conflict/battles/fighting, India/Kashmir/Jammu, etc.)
Keyword combinations or search “strings” that give you the best results.  Record these so you can use them again as you try different information sources. (Ex: Kashmir + conflict + history) (Use Boolean Operators: and, or, not)
1.





4
2.





5.
3.





6.
Other Considerations for the assignment: Perspective (Ex: War is always avoidable), Purpose (Ex: to show that alternatives to war could work, Audience, Author’s (you) Role
Perspective:





Audience:

Purpose:





Author’s role:

Sources for information Work from the general to the specific.  Record what you find and where you found it.  Try different keywords and search strings until you get good results.

Step 1: Find background information: Use general encyclopedias (Ex: Britannica), and subject-specific encyclopedias (Ex: Encyclopedia of Conflicts since World War II) - Print and Electronic.
1.

2

3.

Step 2: Use the library catalog and browse the shelves to find other books and media. Use other references (Ex: Columbia Gazetteer) and other books on your topic.  Use the indexes in the backs of the books to find your specific topic.
1.
2.
3.
Step 3: Use library databases to find articles.  Our library has many databases that you access through the US Library website.   Use your best keyword combinations for the best results.  
1.
2. 

3.
Step 4: Find Internet Sources.  Use your “proven” keyword combinations for best results.  Remember to evaluate your websites for: objectivity, authority, coverage, accuracy, and currency.

1.

2.

3.

Preliminary Research Question (Ex: In spite of the long conflicts between India and Pakistan, could the conflict over Kashmir be solved without war or military force?)
